49

hose who cemplain—hut that in fact? for :_dl n_wanufacturing purposes,
o is nally the dearest labor—let us inquire how the manufactures of
e pemitentiary come into 1njurious competition with those of the
nvsle manulactuiers of the mark;'t

I+ it net plaiu, that so long as free intercourse is open with the
cier Staies of the Union, and our market can be supplied with their
alactures, even those of their Penitentiaries, to any extent of
cemand whatever, the competition is not merely between the Mary.
ird manufacturer ard the 110 or 120 looms of our Penitentiary,
it between the manufactures of Maryland and those of all the other
cates which send their manufactures to our market, including also
deir Fenitentiary manufacture:?  The amount of demestic cotton
:rd weollen gouds supyplied by other states and sold in Baltimore
aaully, is vetimated at from seven to ten millions of dollars; so
fat the market for sucli goeds is reguiated and controlled by their
aipplies, in comperisen with which the manufacturcs of the Peni-
ety amount scarcely to one per cent. and have rot the slightest
prceptible nficence upen the masket. That this is the irue state
of ihe case, caunot be denied, and stopping the manufuctures of the
Paidendary would not altcr the case or benefit the artizans of Bal-
inere in the smallest degrec:—because substitutes for the Peniten-
tary geods, coming direetly i competition with these of the Dalti-
rocartizans, would be ivtraduced from other states to any extent
¢ anand, But; en the contrary, the suspension of the Penitenti-
a4y lsbers would materially injure the mechanics and the community
i Lalitmere at large, as will presently be shown,

e goeds wade at the Penitentiary, which are chiefly complained
ere linseys and the cotivn plaids and stripes; but these are all sold
¢ruch higher prices than the similar goods which, it is alleged,
rrateenebled to undersell. Vhe plirds and stiipes, for instance, are
edat sixteen eents, and not sold under; while those of the privates
eat]210 14 cents. The linreys bear a similar propoition.  The
!}h.Hmsmy goods are certainly as much belter, and it 15 not to be de-
td that the hest gocds are generally cheapest. But the manufac-
ol e Paditantiany, it is woll known, are nostly sold to a dit-
it cless of customers, whe weuld puichase few or none of the
bakiaitieles, cven o these of the Penitentary were not (o be had,
Lvvar the creater part of these aricles manufacturod there, wethink
@ twtibiee-fourthis, are seld 10 traders rosiding out of the State.
utbe patation of the voricus ma'erials, ~uch as yarns, leather,
Sbed bnthe manufactmes of the Perstertiaiy, a great number of
“l“‘(t haiics and other citizens find cmy foyment—any more, it 1s
UG than the punber of those who conplain that they are ag-
f'f""‘fj(l". The ereetion of the huildiegs of the Penitentiary, from it
:*dl!(tlnc;i” to the present iim(',. Cmbrace an expenditure of up-
, ','“ 1 6350,000.  Desides .\\l,ich'arc the ('(){‘slamg cxprmh&un-s
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